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7$ RIGHTS OR MAN-, 

was changed in France, the republican principles cf peace and do, 
meftic profperity and oeconomy arofe with the new Government* 
and the fame confequences would follow the lame caufes^in other 
Nations. I 

As war is the fyftem of Government on the old conftrudion, the 
animofity which Nations reciprocally entertain, is nothing more than 
what the policy of their Governments excites, to keep up the.fpirit 
of the fyftem. Each Government accufes the other of perfidv 
intrigue, aiv ambition, as a means of heating the imagination of I 
their refpe^'r/e Nations, and incenfing •them*' to hoftilities. Man 
is not the enemy of man, but through the medium of a falfe fyftem 
of Government. Inftead, therefore,, of exclaiming againft the am, [ 
bition of Kings, the exclamation fhou-ki be di reeled againft the ' | 
principle of fuch Governments ,* and inftead of feeking to reform 
the individual, the wifdom of a Nation fhotild apply itfelf to reform 
tlie fyftem. 

Whether the forms and maxims of Governments which are ftill 
in pradice, were adapted to the condition of the world at the pe- 
riod they were eftablifhed, is not in this cafe the queftion. The 
older they are, the lefs correfpondence can they have with the pre- [ 
fent ftate of things. Time, and change of cirCumftances and opi- 
nions, have the fame progreftive effect in rendering modes of Go- 
vernment obfolete, &s they have upon cuftoms and manners.— 
Agriculture, commerce, manufactures, and the tranquil arts, by 
which the profperity of Nations is beft promoted, require a different 
fyftem of Government, and a different fpecies of knowledge to di- I’ 
red its operations, than what might have been required in the for- If 
mer condition of the world. 

As it is not difficult to perceive, from the enlightened ftate of 
mankind, that hereditary Governments are verging to their decline, 
and that Revolutions on the broad bafts of national fovereignty, and 
Government by representation, are making their way in Europe, 
it would be an ad of wifdom to anticipate their approach, and 
produce Revolutions by reafon and accommodation, rather than 
commit them to the iffue of convulfions. 

From what we rtow fee, nothing of reform in the political world 
ought to be held improbable. It is an age of Revolutions, in 
which every thingmay.be looked for. The intrigue of Courts, by 
which the fyftem of war is kept up, may provoke a confederation 
♦ ©1 Nations to abolifh it : and an European Congrefs, to patronize 

the progrefs of free Government, and promote the civilization of 
Nations with each other, is an event nearer in probability, than 
were the revolutions and alliance of France and America. 
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